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I was found on a highway south of Sydney, this road being surrounded by 
woodland that is typical of those found on the underlying Hawkesbury 
Sandstone. The pen is 14cm long. What Am I or should it be what was I?��
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Photo Courtesy of Deryk Engel 



2 

��

ECA Tree Hollow Workshop: 12-14 th 
February 2010. 
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ECA Eucalyptus Identification 
Workshop. 
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Above: Van extracts some foliage from a Forest Red 
Gum (Eucalyptus tereticornis) as participants look on 
while simultaneously avoiding cyclists. 
 
Below:�Heads down in the classroom as Van (far right) 
tackles a curly question.��
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Euroky: ability of an organism to adapt to changes 
in the environment  
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Recent Research on Tree Dwelling Bats in 
plantation forests: A Review from the 14 th 
Australasian Bat Society Conference, July 
2010. 
�
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�����������������
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Reference: Program and Abstracts of the 14th Australasian 
Bat Society Conference: Darwin 12-14th July, 2010. 
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 Upcoming Events in 2010 
 
 
ECA Events 
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,���� 0�;�����������.�������"�	�����
 ���0�OE9�;����	5�O<99�$��������	�
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�

ECA Frog and Tadpole Workshop 
Fri 29 th – Sun 31 st October 2010 

�

�����������	��
������
���� �
�
���������	
����
����������
���������������������
�� ���������
������������������������
���������	����������������������������������������� ��������
��� �����!������
�!����������
�����"��#�����������
��
����#�������$�������%�$�"�� ��������%����#�����%��������%���" �
�
����!������
�!����#��%����� ����������#�������� �#��� ���
�������
�����%����"������� ����������
%
������������
���������$�����"��������$������"��#� ������������������� ��
�

Cost:      ECA member $250            non-member $3 50 

 

[includes food (afternoon tea Fri, through to lunch on Sunday) and accommodation (bunk 
style or camping) ] 

 

 

Registration:   
 
(please register early, as there are only 40 places available) 
 
	������&�� �����	
�
��������������
���������


�"���!����
�

������ �����'�����! ��� �% �
�

(�&�)*+,�-../�01.*�����������*-12�-/1�-22�
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Recent Literature and New 
Publications 
 
Book Reviews 
 

���"*$�'"��* % 4�*�%�� ��$ !��4�
�
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��������+��
��-
��������������������(�-
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�����������
������� ���� �����
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� ������ ��
� ���
������	�� ���� ���� ����� ��� ���� 
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�
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���	�� �	�� ����� ������	���  �����	� <� �������� ��	���
������ ��� ������	���0� ��	������� ��	����� �	� ��������
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 �����	�?������	�������������������������������
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Recent Journal Articles / Literature 
 
Tokushima H. and Jarman P. (2010). Ecology of the rare but 
irruptive Pilliga mouse, pseudomys pilligaensis. III. Dietary 
ecology. Australian Journal of Zoology 58 (2): 85-93 
 
Crane M, Lindenmayer D. and Cunningham R. (2010) The 
use of den trees by the squirrel glider (Petaurus norfolcensis) 
in temperate Australian woodlands. Australian Journal of 
Zoology 58 (1): 39-49. 
 
Asari et al. (2010). Gap-crossing in fragmented habitats by 
mahogany gliders (Petaurus gracilis). Do they cross roads 
and powerline corridors? Australian Mammalogy 32(1): 10-
15. 
 
Glen A. (2010) Hybridisation between dingoes and domestic 
dogs: a comment on Jones (2009). Australian Mammalogy 
32(1): 76-77 
 
Harris R. and Nicol S. (2010) The effectiveness of hair traps 
for surveying mammals: results of a study in sandstone caves 
in the Tasmanian southern midlands. Australian 
Mammalogy 32(1): 62-66 
 
Claridge A., Mills D. and Barry S. (2010) Prevalence of 
threatened native species in canid scats from coastal and 
near-coastal landscapes in south-eastern Australia. 
Australian Mammalogy 32(2): 117-126 
 
Hobday A. (2010). Nighttime driver detection distances for 
Tasmanian fauna : informing speed limits to reduce roadkill. 
Wildlife Research 37 (4): 265-272.  
 
Taylor B. and Goldingay R. (2010). Roads and wildlife: 
impacts, mitigation and implications for wildlife 
management in Australia. Wildlife Research 37 (4): 320-331. 
 
Kelly et al., (2010). The short-term responses of small 
mammals to wildfire in semiarid mallee shrubland, 
Australia. Wildlife Research 37 (4): 293-300. 
 
Sharpe D. and Goldingay R. (2010). Population ecology of 
the nectar-feeding squirrel glider (petaurus norfolcensis) in 
remnant forest in subtropical Australia. Wildlife Research 37 
(2): 77-88 
 
Spence-Bailey  L. et al., (2010) Maximising trapping 
efficiency in reptile surveys: the role of seasonality, weather 
conditions and moon phase on capture success. Wildlife 
Research 37 (2): 104-115 
 
Lee T. et al., (2010) Defining spatial genetic structure and 
management units for vulnerable koala (Phascolarctos 
cinereus) populations in the Sydney region, Australia. 
Wildlife Research 37 (2): 156-165. 
 

Ruibal M. et al., (2010) Advancement to hair-sampling 
surveys of a medium-sized mammal: DNA-based individual 
identification and population estimation of a rare Australian 
marsupial, the spotted-tailed quoll (Dasyurus maculatus) . 
Wildlife Research 37 (1): 27-38. 
 
Metsers E. et al., (2010) Cat-exclusion zones in rural and 
urban-fringe landscapes: how large would they have to be? 
Wildlife Research 37 (1): 47-56. 
 
Lindenmayer�*����������1(9<92� ����	������	����������
	��������������������������������������
����
�����������������������	������������������	����
	�����	�����A��������	������������	���H����	������� ���
�����	������	������� ���� 		�:
;) �<9:�<<E�
�
Priday S.�1(9<92�.����������S
�����	������@���	������
��������	����������
����������	��0���������
	�4��	��������������3������������1 3�	���������
����		��������		��� 2������� 		�:
;) �<<F�<(6�
�
Hogan F. and Cooke R.�1(9<92�#������������������	�������
�������	����������	�����������!�
�	����-
��1 )
��'�
������� 2���	����������������������������������	��� ����
		�:
;) �<EF�<F6��
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Recent Book Releases 
Information Source: CSIRO Publishing Website 
http://www.publish.csiro.au 
 
Title : The Australian Bustard 
Author : Mark Ziembicki 
RRP: $39.95 
No. Pages:120 
Publisher: CSIRO Publishing 
Date: February 2010 
 
Title : Australasian Nature Photography 
Author : South Australian Museum 
RRP: $39.95 
No. Pages:104 
Publisher:CSIRO Publishing 
Date: October 2010 
 
Title : Desert Channels: The Impulse to Conserve 
Editors: Libby Robin, Chris 
Dickman and Mandy Martin 
RRP: $59.95 
No. Pages: 352 
Publisher:CSIRO Publishing 
Date: September 2010 
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Title : Kangaroo: A Portrait of an Extroardinary 
Marsupial 
Author : Stephen Jackson and Karl Vernes 
RRP: $24.99 
No. Pages: 280 
Publisher: Allen and Unwin 
Date: December 2009 
 
Title : Platypus: The Extroadinary Story of How a 
Curious Creature Baffled the World 
Author : Ann Moyal 
RRP: $24.99 
No. Pages:264 
Publisher: Allen & Unwin 
Date: June 2010 
 
 
 
Title : Temperate Woodland 
Conservation and Management 
Author : David Lindenmayer, 
Andrew Bennet and Richard 
Hobbs 
RRP: $89.95 
No. Pages:400 
Publisher: CSIRO Publishing 
Date: October 2010 
 
Title : Peter Cullen’s Legacy: Integrating Science, 
Policy and Management of Rivers 
Author : Ed. Darren Ryder et al. 
RRP: $75.00 
No. Pages:96 
Publisher: CSIRO Publishing 
Date: August 2010 
 
Title : Algae of Australia: Phytoplankton of Temperate 
Coastal Waters 
Author : Gustaaf Hallegraeff et al. 
RRP: $140.00 
No. Pages:432 
Publisher: CSIRO Publishing 
Date: July 2010 
 
Title : Successfully Growing Australian Native Plants 
Author : Geoff Rigby and Bev Rigby 
RRP: $29.95 
No. Pages:228 
Publisher:  
Date: September 2010 
 

Title : Forest Phoenix: How a Great Forest Recovers 
After Fire 
Author : David Lindenmayer, David Blair, Lachlan 
McBurney and Sam Banks. 
RRP: $39.95 
No. Pages:128 
Publisher: SCIRO Publishing 
Date: September 2010 
 
Title : Native Plants of the Sydney Region: from 
Newcastle to Nowra and West to the Dividing Range. 
Author : Alan Fairley and Phillip Moore. 
RRP: $59.99 
No. Pages:640 
Publisher: Allen and Unwin 
Date: September 2010 
 
Title : The Flowering of Australia’s Rainforests: A 
Plant and Pollination Miscellany. 
Author : Geoff Williams and Paul Adam 
RRP: $99.95 
No. Pages:216 
Publisher: CSIRO Publishing 
Date: March 2010 
 
Title : Flora of Australia: Volume 44A: Poaceae 2 
Author : Australian Biological Resources Study 
RRP: $110 paperback; $130 hardback 
No. Pages:432 
Publisher: CSIRO Publishing / Australian Biological 
Resources Study 
Date: 2009 
 
Title : Trees and Forests: A Colour Guide: Biology, 
Pathology, Propogation, Silviculture, Surgery, Biomes, 
Ecology, Conservation 
Author : Bryan Bowes 
RRP: $160 
No. Pages:288 
Publisher: Manson Publishing, UK 
Date: March 2010 
 
Title : Field Guide to Australian Fungi. 
Author : Bruce Fuhrer 
RRP: $49.95 
No. Pages:548 
Publisher: Bloomings Books 
Date: June 2010 
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Title : Dingo 
Author : Brad Purcell 
RRP: $39.95 
No. Pages: 176 
Publisher: CSIRO Publishing 
Date: September 2010 
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Plate 1: Day shot – Eastern Grey Kangaroos. Portion of 
lure visible between both animals. 
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Plate 2: Day shot – Swamp Wallaby. Lure present on 
ground in front of wallaby. 
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�
Plate 3: Night shot – Common Ringtail Possum. Camera 
set up on known movement trail. 
�
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Plate 4: Night shot – Common Wombat smelling lure. 
�
�
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Plate 5: Night shot – Fox smelling lure.�
�
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Hollow / Den Inspection Cameras on 
a Budget 
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Below:  Photo 2. Example photo A. This is a shot inside a 
baited Elliot A in a completely darkened room.  
 

Below: Photo 2. Example photo B. This is a shot inside a 
nest box of a recently constructed Sugar Glider nest, over 
a failed Eastern Rosella nest (those white things are 
broken egg shells on the left and right). The real life 
image was not this grainy and I was able to clearly work 
out what I was looking at. However, hand shaking affects 
photo quality and this was the best out of 9 photos.  

-��� ������� ����� B����� ���� ��� ����� ��	� �����
���)���������	������� ���� ��������� ������� ��
�� ���
����������	��������
�����������������������������
!�����(��#������@��
�	
���������������������������� ��
�������� ����� �	� �� ������� ���
��3�
���	�� ����� ����
������	�����������������������������������	�����
��	����� ��� ������� ��
���=��� 
���� ����� ��� ��� �����
����	
��������
�������
����	����
�����������	��
��������������������������
��������	����	����������
�
#�� ��
��� ����� �	������� ��� 
�	
� ���� ��
� ��� �����
�������	����������	��
������������������1������
�����������	����������������������������	��������
�������� "���:������
��;������ 2���������������������
�	��������� ��� ����� ���� ���� ��
�� ������� ����� 
����
�����������������������	�B����
�����3�
���	��
�����
!����� '� ��������� ����	
����� 
���� ����� �	��������
���������������������,���	�"����	@����������	������� ��
�	� ���� ������ ����� ��� �� .	�������� !������� #�� ����
�	�� �	���	���� �	����� ��� ����	����� ��� ���� �����
� ���
������� �	� ����� ���� 
��	�� ��� ��	���� ���� �������
�
���0��������������	���������������	�����B�����
�
*������� ������ ������������� ���� 
���� ����� ���	�

��
��������������	������������������	����	�����

 

 



26 

�����
��� ���� ��
� ������ ���� ������ �)������������
���	������ ���� �)�	����� ��� �)�������� ����� �� �������
�	��� ��� ������	���� �	� �� ��		�
� ��� ��	���������������
������������	������������	������������������������� ��
���	��	�� ��>�� ��� ��	������� ��� ����������� ��� ��
�����
@�� �������������� #�� ����� 	���	��� #� ����� ����� �
������ ������� ������	������ 
���� ���� ����� ����� ����
�����	� ��� �����
�� ����� ���� ��� ���������
��	����	����������������	���������������������	����� ��
����	���	�������� ��� ���� ��	������� �����	� ���
�����
�� ���������� ��� �)��	���� ���	��	���� -�� ����
����	� ������ ��� ��� ��
���� �� 	������ ��� ���� ����� ��
�����
� ��� �� �	��� ����� ����B���� �	������ ��� ���� ��	�� �
��������������������������������
�
-��� ��	�� ����������� ��� ���� /�*� ������ �����������
����	�� ��� ����� ���� ������ ��� ���� ����� ���� ����� ���
�����	����� ���� ��� ���� �	����� ������ 
�����
������������ ���� 
����� �������� ����� �	�������
�������� ��� ����#�� ����	�� ��� 
����1��� ��������� �����
������ ����� ���	� ����� ���� ����
�� �����������	�����
#@�� ��	�� 
����� ����� ����� ��	���� ������2�� �����
����� ���� 4�������� ��� ���	���� ��� ����� ��� �������
������� �����N� ��	� ���� ��� �� ����� ��� ������	� ��������
��	���� #� 
����� ���� ���� ���� ���� 	��������� �����

����������������������	���������	����	������������
��� � ����������� ����	��� ��	� ���� ��� �������� �� �	���
�����
�����������
�������������������������	��������� �
������������B����������������1������2��������������� �����
��	�����������	������������
���������������������M� �
������ 
�����M��B�	��� ��	���� �	��� ���������
����	������������������	���������
�		�������������
������������
����������������	�����������
�
-��	����� #� 	��������� ���������� ��� ����� 
���� ���
����������� ����	�� ��0� ���	� ���� ��� �����5� ���	�
������� ���� ������ �	�4������ �	�� �������5����� ����
����� (9M(9� ���������� ��	� ��	�� ���������� ����
�����	��� ����	���� ����� �������� ���� �)��	��� ����
����������)���������������
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Review of Four Wire Cage Designs: 
Which to buy? 
�
;���������
����
+��&���������2�����	������
��
�3���������������	�
������	������
����
�
#�@�� ����� ���	��� <9� ���	�� ������ #� ������� ����
4�������� ��� 
�	�� ������� ���� �	������ ���	������ ����
��� ������ ���� ������������� ����� 	�������������
�������	���� ����� "������ ��� ���	� �	������ #�
�	�
������������	������	���	���������������
�
-��������������	��������������#�������������������

��������#��������������������	����
�	��������	����
��� ������ ��� ���� �������� #� ����� ������ �� �����	� ���

�������� 1����	����� �������� ��	������	��� �����2�

����� ����� �	���� ���������� ���� ,��	������ ����
����� 
����� 
����� ���� ��� ������ ��� $,+� 1���
���	��2����
�
���� 	����� ��� 
�	�� ����� �	���� ��� ��� ��� ������ ��	��
������������������)��	��	��������������	�	��������
��������  ������ ���������� �� 	����� ��� �	��� ��������
���� ���������	���� ����	������ �����
� ��� ����
��	����������������������������
�������������
����
����	�������0�

·  ;���� 
�	�� ��� ������M����� ����	���� 1���
�������������	���Q����2��

·  ,���� ���� 
���� #� ��	������� ��� �����	����
�������� ����������� �	� ����	� �������
�������� 
����� ������� ������� �������
4���������1����!�����'�����62���

·  �� ���� �	�� ��������� ��� ������ ����� ���� 	�����
��	�	����������

·  ;���� 
�	�� ������ ��� �� ���
��	����	�� 
����
�	���������������	�������	���	���������������
�����������������������������������

�
*������� ������ #� ������ �
�� ����	������
���������	�	�� ��� ����0� +�	������	�� ���� !T/�
+�	�� !	�������� .���� ����� �	������ ������ �	����

����� �����	��� ��� ��� ��� ������	� �����������
������	� ��� ���� ;������ +�	�� +�	
�� �	���� ����� �	��
����	�������������
������	�������$,+������������� �

#� ����� ��	������� �� �	��� �	��� ����� ���������	�	�
1���������������
2��������������	�������������	���
��	� �� �	���� ����� ������� ���� ����� ��� ��� �	���� ���
�����	�� ��
�
Below: Photo 1. The four traps 
From left to right: Imported collapsible, P&L, 
Wiretainers and Mascot. Elliot A for reference.  
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Below: Photo 2. Front gate on imported collapsible cage. 
Spring in mid-ground is the trigger.  
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Below: Photo 3. View of back gate of collapsible trap. 
Note flimsy gate lock (either chain or bar equally 
ineffective) and gap which also occurs at front. The gap is 
on either side.  
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Below: Photo 4. P&L trap trigger mechanism.  Note 
spring to close front door faster. This reduces the risk of 
the sliding lock being stuck halfway down.  
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Below: Photo 5. P&L Rear gate and lock. Unlock by 
pushing down. Spring maintains lock in position, and 
does not need manual setting once gate is closed.  
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Below: Photo 6. Front trigger on Wiretainers.  
Essentially the same as Mascots.  
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Below: Photo 7. Rear door on Wiretainers. Note no gate 
lock, and flange on inside of cage that may allow an 
animal to lift the gate.  
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Below: Photo 8. Trigger on Mascot 
 
 
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
��/%"� 	 � �����	����� ���� �����	����� ��� �	���� ����
������������	��������
�
��/%"� 
 � �	������� ��� ����������� ��� ���� �������
�����	����������������	���	�	�����	�����<�'�1���	�� ��
�)�������2� ��
�
 

Below: Photo 9. Rear gate lock on a Mascot 
Note ready access by trapped animal than can allow 
unlocking, but also the reliance on the user to set the lock 
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Table 1: Cost and physical characteristics of the traps 
 MASCOT 

WIREWORKS 
WIRETAINERS P&L Wire 

Products 
IMPORTED 
COLLAPSIBLE 

COST 
(incl. delivery  
to postcode 2443). 

$165 $140 $120 $65 

LENGTH  (mm) 600 82 900 820 
WIDTH  (mm) 310 31 30 290 
HEIGHT  (mm) 315 30 28 320 
WEIGHT  (kg) 4.5 5.5 6.5 5 
�
�
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Table 2: Comparison and evaluation of trap features 
 MASCOT 

WIREWORKS 
WIRETAINERS P&L Wire Products IMPORTED 

COLLAPSIBLE 

Build 
quality and 
Durability 

2: Reasonably thick wire 
but design prone to wire 
bending and breaking at 
welds by animal teeth. 
Rear door cannot be pulled 
out of trap.  

2/3: Cross-hatch design 
makes it bite resistant, but 
rear door is flimsy thin 
metal sheeting. Frame 
bending excess weight 
rendering rear door 
unclosable. Door can be 
pulled right out of trap.  

3: Solid, thick wire. 
Rear door attached to 
frame. Tough trap 

0: Light gauge wire, 
not galvanised. Weak 
crimps holding joins. 
Large gaps between 
flimsy/flexible walls 
and gates. Quoll would 
rip through it. 

Front Gate 
and Lock 
Design 

2: Sliding lock may get 
stuck if runway is bent 
during packing.  

3: Sliding lock has a bit of 
friction on runway, but 
otherwise very durable.  

3: Sliding lock design 
similar to Mascot, but 
more durable.  
 
Spring loaded door.  

1: Dangerous 
mechanism risks 
animal injury. Very 
noisy. 25mm gap 
either side of gate 
encourages attempted 
escape and hence risk 
of entrapment against 
gate, with associated 
stress and injury risk. 

Rear Gate 
Design 

2: Good gate though sheet 
design.  

1: Light material and top 
flange poses risk of 
predator lift. Flange on 
inside base poses high risk 
of lift by trapped animal. 
Flimsy sheet steel prone to 
bending when inserted.  

3: Same as front gate 
with small gap.  

0: Weak and falls open 
when lock undone. 
About 25mm gap 
either side encourages 
animal to try to escape 
– very high risk of 
injury.  

Front 
Trigger 
Design 

3: Simple (wire end on 
bar) and easy to use. Easy 
to set very sensitive. 

3: Good – single wire end 
design, but a bit thick.  

2:  Uses whole wire. 
Can be set sensitive 
but prone to wear 
reducing friction 
necessary to maintain 
grip. 

1: Limited sensitivity. 
Feels like setting a rat 
trap.  

Rear Door 
Lock Design 

2: Latch requires manual 
locking and prone to 
unlocking by animal 

0: Absent.  3: Self-locking. Spring 
loaded.  

0: Consists of long pin 
on a chain best 
described as useless.  

Stackability 

2/3: Short design allows 
more traps to stack into a 
ute, but rigid handles need 
some puzzle-fitting. This is 
abated by the lack of cross-
hatch wiring.   

2: Rigid handles and cross-
hatch wiring make 
stacking complicated.  

3: Handles not fixed, 
hence only gate handle 
sticks up.  

3: Folds very flat but 
doors stick out.  

Animal 
Safety 

2: No pointy wire ends 
(until wires break). No 
major gaps.  

3: No pointy wire ends. No 
major gaps. 

3: No pointy wire 
ends. No major gaps. 

0: One could argue 
this is not a trap but a 
medieval torture 
device.  

Treadle 
Design 

2: Only one support wire. 
Treadle can be moved out 
of alignment.  

2/3: Single wire support, 
but larger plate.   

3: Huge plate and dual 
wire support. Very 
robust. 

1: Flimsy.  

TOTAL: 17/18 16/18 23 6 
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Below: Photo 10. P&L crush tool 
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Below: Photo 11. The crush tool in action holding a 
dangerous animal at bay. 
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·  P&L Wire Products: www.plwireproducts.com.au  
 
·  Wiretainers: www.wiretainers.com.au 
 
·  Mascot Wire Works: www.mascotwireworks.com.au 
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Table 3: Final evaluation of traps 
MAKE PRO’S CON’S 

Mascot Wire Works 

·  Light weight. 
·  Short length can be an advantage 

in packing.  
·  Proven design 
·  Good trigger.  
·  Relatively easy to stack.  

·  Wires break when chewed and become 
injury risk.  

·  Rear door lock can allow escapes and 
relies on manual setting each time. 

·  Trap price and over-charged freight.  

Wiretainers 

·  Price. 
·  Build quality (cross hatch) 
·  Cheap freight. 
·  Good trigger.  

·  Rear door design is a major defect. 
·  Absence of rear door lock requires user 

to add one.  
·  Vulnerability to frame bending.  
·  Can’t be readily stacked.  

P&L Wire Products 

·  Price 
·  Build quality. 
·  Stackability.  
·  Spring-closed front gate. 
·  Excellent rear door lock.  
·  Excellent treadle 
·  Cheap freight. 
·  Easy to stack trap on trap.   
·  Crush tool 
·  Best value for money. 

·  Weight – hard to lug around the bush! 
·  Weak trigger design – may be prone to 

setting with low sensitivity. 
·   Long trap makes packing a bit harder, 

but can sit upright. 
·  Tall gate handle can make packing and 

carrying a bit tricky.   

Imported Collapsible. 

·  Collapsible  
·  Light weight 
·  Price 

·  Dangerous design.  
·  Poor build quality.  
·  Suitable only for very quiet moggies or 

perhaps mud crabs.   
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Recent Bat Research Relevant to 
Ecological Consulting in NSW: A 
review from the 14 th Australasian 
Bat Society Conference, 12-14 th July 
2010. 
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Program and Abstracts of the 14th Australasian Bat Society 
Conference: Darwin 12-14th July, 2010. 
 
Engel D., Bloomfield S. and Edwards J. (2010) A 
Waterproofing Option for Anabat Detectors – Protecting 
Your Tool. Consulting Ecology 24: 51-58. 
 
�% ##�!5)�
# natal philopatry  is exhibited in a species when an 
individual returns to their birthplace in order to breed. 
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Plates 1 and 2. Newly formed bright yellow pustules of 
Myrtle Rust on Agonis flexuosa c.v. Afterdark (Photos 
courtesy of A. Carnegie) 
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Plate 3. Older lesions of Myrtle Rust on Agonis flexuosa 
c.v. Afterdark (Photos courtesy of A. Carnegie)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Plate 4. Newly formed bright yellow pustules of Myrtle 
Rust on Turpentine (Photos A. Carnegie) 
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Environmental consultant 
convicted of causing damage to 
koala habitat at Taylors Beach, 

Port Stephens 
 
Orogen Pty Ltd and its director Anthony Fish have 
been convicted in the Land and Environment 
Court of causing damage to habitat of threatened 
species, namely the Koala, knowing that the land 
concerned was habitat of that kind. Orogen and 
Mr Fish provided a developer with advice on what 
vegetation could be lawfully cleared on the 
property but failed to advise that damaging the 
habitat of the Koala was unlawful under the 
National Parks and Wildlife Act. Both Orogen and 
Mr Fish were aware that the property contained 
habitat of the koala and koala movement 
corridors. Vegetation containing Koala habitat was 
subsequently cleared. The offences occurred at a 
proposed development site at 60 Port Stephens 
Drive, Taylors Beach, at the intersection with Sky 
Close. 
 
Orogen and Mr Fish both pleaded guilty. Orogen 
and Mr Fish were fined a total of $15, 000. The 
company was also ordered to pay the prosecutor’s 
costs and investigation expenses. 
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Consultant Prosecuted because of 
Clearing Advice 
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“Non-ECA promotional material presented in the 
ECA Newsletter does not necessarily represent the 
views of the ECA or its members.” 
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